




Ecuador - Biodiverse 

In spite of being one of the smallest countries in Latin-America, Ecuador is one of the most  
biodiverse countries, both by genetic species and ecosystems. It can be considered the  
most biodiverse country in the world by  comparing the number of species and area. 
 Causes: 

 Equatorial zone 
 Andes highlands and costal highland 
 Multiplicity of climate regimes 
 Privileged part of the Amazon with cloud forests 
 Galapagos Islands 
 Cold Humboldt current and warm El Niño current 
  

            

              

A tree in 
Ecuador can 
hold up to 96 

types of 
bromeliads 
and orchids 

              

An Amazonian tree can have 48 
types of ants, a biodiversity 
similar to all the ants found in 

England 

              

In one day in the rainforest in 
Ecuador you can see more 

butterflies and moths than in a 
whole lifetime in template zones. It 
is estimated that there are 7000 

species 
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Ecosystem loss 





















¨  Art.	
  71.	
  Nature	
  or	
  Pachamama,	
  where	
  life	
  is	
  reproduced	
  and	
  
achieved,	
  has	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  the	
  integral	
  respect	
  of	
  her	
  
existence,	
  the	
  maintenance	
  and	
  regeneration	
  of	
  her	
  vital	
  
cycles,	
  structure,	
  functions	
  and	
  its	
  evolution	
  processes.	
  

	
  
	
  Every	
  person,	
  community,	
  people	
  or	
  nationality,	
  will	
  be	
  able	
  
to	
  demand	
  the	
  public	
  authority	
  the	
  enforcement	
  of	
  rights	
  
for	
  nature.	
  To	
  apply	
  and	
  interpret	
  these	
  rights	
  the	
  principles	
  
established	
  in	
  the	
  Constitution	
  will	
  be	
  observed.	
  The	
  State	
  
will	
  motivate	
  natural	
  and	
  juridical	
  persons,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  
collectives,	
  to	
  protect	
  nature	
  and	
  will	
  promote	
  the	
  respect	
  
of	
  all	
  the	
  elements	
  that	
  form	
  an	
  ecosystem.	
   



Plurinationality 

Well being 
Development Model 

Rights of 
Nature 



Nature or Pachamama, has the right to:  

 

1. Exist 

 

2. Maintain and regenerate its vital 
cycles, structure, functions and 
evolutionary processes.  



Su existencia y, 
2. El mantenimiento y regeneración de sus ciclos 
vitales, estructura, funciones y procesos 
evolutivos. 

EXISTENCE REGENERATION 

MANTAINANCE 
• Vital cycles, 
• Structure, 
• Functions, 
• Evolutionary Processes 

INTEGRITY 
• Integral Restoration 

RESPECT 



STATE’S RESPONSABILITIES FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 

WATER AND FOOD HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT 

FREEDOM RIGHTS ANCESTRAL KNWOLEDGE 

ECONOMIC AND  POLITICAL SYSTEM 
SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND 
INNOVATION 

PUBLIC ENDOWMENT TRADE POLICY  

STRATEGIC SECTORS WORK AND PRODUCTION 

NATURE AND ENVIRONMENT 
BIODIVERSITY 

NATURE’s protection: Transversal in Ecuador’s 
Constitution 

DEVELOPMENT MODEL 



SOCIAL CRITERIA AND PRINCIPLES: 
          Ex. Same respect to ancestral knowledge and inhabitants 
perceptions (Pacha Mama) 
ENVIRONMENTAL CRITERIA AND PRINCIPLES 
          Ex. Changes in bio indicator species, predators population, 
ecosystem’s resilience capacity 
LEGAL CRITERIA AND PRINCIPLES 
         Ex. In dubio Pro Natura Principle, Inversion of the burden of the 
proof,  
          Prevention and Precautionary principles 

Rights	
  of	
  Nature	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  CRITERIA	
  
DEVELOPED	
  
Human	
  centered	
  -­‐>	
  eco	
  centered	
  



Rights of Nature cases 

1)  Industrial fishing elimination, December 2012 

Art. 73 “The State will apply measures to prevent and restrict those 
activites that can lead to the extinction of species, ecosystem 
destruction or permanent change of natural cycles…”. 

 
2) Vilcabamba case 
3) Shark fining in the Galapagos, representing the sharks   



Rights of Nature violation cases 

1) Open pit mining project in El Condor Mirador 

2) Illegal shark fining in Galapagos 

3) Reforestation of mangrove beaches 

4) XI Round of Oil in Amazon Centre South 

Rights of Nature Demand presented at Civil Court in 2013 
against Mirador Project and open pit mining in Ecuador by 
environmental, human rights, indigenous groups, and local 

victims 

4) Exploitation of Yasuní-ITT 



Exploitation area is a refugee of vulnerable endemic endangered species 
affected by the deforestation that will happen to start the Mine and the mineral 
dumps removing these species habitat. Walsh’s Environmental Impact 
Assessment confirms the extinction of three amphibians and one reptile when 
the open pit eliminates the ecosystems that sustain their lives.  
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¨  An opportunity to change the paradigm, 
rethink our "development”, economy, 
relationship with nature 

¨   Worldwide work at all levels, Constitutions, 
local ordinances or bylaws  

¨  Different conversation (subject) 
¨  Regain balance with nature 
¨  Establish limits   
¨  Law forces a needed cultural change 
¨  Yasuni – referendum – democratic RON 



Civil Society 

& 

Judges 

Principles 

Rights of 
Nature 



¨  Who owns renewables? 
¨  Commodification of nature (REDD+) 
¨  Mining case to show absurdity 
¨  Civil society activism – non violent, creative 
¨  Civil society’s situation, Decrete 16th and 

closure of Fundación Pachamama 



Beast with no head!  
Yasunidos 
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nati.greene@gmail.com 


